
 

October 15, 2024 
 
Hello, 
 
We hope you had a bountiful Thanksgiving weekend. We are grateful for your patnership 
in education. Here is what we have for you in this month’s newsletter: 
 

- October 2024 Footnotes on how we continue to foster a culture of wellness and 
well-being. 

- An invitation to share your voice regarding our Flourishing Community 
- A guide for effective communication 
- Have you checked your learner’s gradebook this month? 
- FSD Student Portal information 
- A reminder regarding the Fall Break in November 

 
If you have wonders or concerns about your child’s learning or learning environment, 
please connect with your child’s school.  
 

 

 



 

Footnotes: October 2024 
 
HOW.WE.CONTINUE.TO.ADVANCE.WELLNESS.™ .
WELL‗BEING 
 
This month’s issue is a continuation of the 
December 2022 edition, where we illustrate our 
advancement of wellness and well-being along a 
timeline to the end of the year. Points on the 
timeline include Students’ Matters, the SOS-Q, 
SIVA training, and the Mental Health in Schools 
Grant extension. Click.here.to.read.the.October.
issue.of.Footnotes 

 
 

https://foothillsschooldivision.ca/page/18616/footnotes
https://foothillsschooldivision.ca/page/18616/footnotes


An invitation to be a part of our Framework for a Flourishing Community 
At Foothills School Division, we know that success is mutual. As a system we advance goals to 
achieve the success of our students, staff, and community.  The same can be said about 
flourishing. One does not flourish in isolation—it is a continuous, collaborative effort of 
community members to co-create the conditions for each individual to flourish.  
 
We believe that a flourishing community is one where everyone feels connected, valued, and 
empowered to contribute. Over the last five years, we have been building capacity within our own 
learning community to understand what it means to flourish and developing a culture that meets 
our organizational purpose to place education at the centre of a flourishing community. 
 
After years of development, we believe that we are now at a place that is critical to invite you, our 
greater learning community, to join us on this journey toward flourishing. This project aims to 
understand what flourishing looks like within our workplaces, homes, and community, all with 
the intent to determine how we can co-create the conditions for each individual to flourish. 
 
Please watch the invitation to join us at the video below, and contribute to this project at the 
following link:  
 

 

https://youtu.be/gUDNaIxoBmc 

Participate at fsdconnect.com/flourishing-communities  
 
 
 

Effective Communication 
WHAT YOU CAN EXPECT FROM US? 
Effective communication is a two-way function. From the division. you can expect to 
receive regular communications and opportunities to engage to inform decision making. 
Including: 

https://www.youtube.com/embed/gUDNaIxoBmc?feature=oembed


• A monthly newsletter from FSD (Technology updates. important date reminders. 
celebrations of our 

• community. opportunities to inform decision making. and more!) 
• A clear plan (Education Plan. Budget. Operational Plan. Capital Plan) 
• Transparent Reporting (Annual Education Results Report. Audited Financial 

Statements) 
 
WHAT WE EXPECT FROM OUR PARTNERS IN EDUCATION 
Social media can be a wonderful communication tool, but it is not an effective way to get 
factual answers or resolve concerns about our students, staff members, or operations. 
Often, it can prolong the resolution process. When you have a question, concern, or 
feedback, please follow the steps within Administrative Procedure 151 - 
Parental/Guardian Complaints or Concerns and Dispute Resolution 

 

https://media.foothillsschooldivision.ca/media/Default/medialib/151-parentalguardian-concerns-or-complaints-reviewed-nov-22.36f33511030.pdf
https://media.foothillsschooldivision.ca/media/Default/medialib/151-parentalguardian-concerns-or-complaints-reviewed-nov-22.36f33511030.pdf


Learner Gradebook Update Reminder 
It is a great day to check your learner’s progress on the Edsembli Family Portal. Edsembli 
is the hub for your child’s gradebook, school fees, attendance, and more.  This is just one 
way for you to be involved in your child’s learning.  
 
Please visit  the Foothills School Division website for more information on our System of 
Reporting, which explains our student assessment and reporting process along with our 
grading matrix.  
 
As a core component of the Foothills School Division System of Reporting, your child’s 
teacher(s) maintain an ongoing record of student achievement relative to the Alberta 
Curriculum and Program of Study.  Student grades are updated on a regular basis and are 
available online to students and families through the Edsembli Parent Portal.  
 
Information and instructions on how to access your Edsembli Parent Portal can be found 
in the Edsembli User Guide. If you have any questions or difficulty accessing your 
Edsembli portal, including password resets, please contact your school directly.   
 
Quick Links: 
Edsembli Family Portal  
How to reset your password (Edsembli User Guide) 
Understanding Grading (FSD System of Reporting) 
 
 

Alberta myPass  
Students, parents or guardians can sign up for myPass. We encourage all high school 
students to sign up in Grade 10. 
 
myPass is an Alberta Education self-service website for students to: 

• Order high school transcripts in English and French 
• View diploma exam marks 
• Register to write or rewrite diploma exams with online payment 
• View and print Detailed Academic Reports (DAR) 
• View progress towards a credential (diploma or certificate) 
• Order additional copies of an awarded credential in English or French 
• Receive notifications for important messages 

 
Learn more and sign up here 
 

https://sis.edsembli.com/WebAdmin/AB/FSD/UI/Account/SignIn
https://foothillsschooldivision.ca/
https://foothillsschooldivision.ca/page/15832/assessment-reporting
https://foothillsschooldivision.ca/page/15832/assessment-reporting
https://foothillsschooldivision.ca/page/15832/assessment-reporting
https://www.learnalberta.ca/content/mychildslearning/
https://www.learnalberta.ca/content/mychildslearning/
https://foothillsschooldivision.ca/page/223/edsembli-parent-portal
https://www.foothillsschooldivision.ca/page/17063/edsembli-family-portal
https://www.foothillsschooldivision.ca/page/17/find-a-school
https://foothillsschooldivision.ca/page/223/edsembli-parent-portal
https://www.foothillsschooldivision.ca/page/17063/edsembli-family-portal
https://www.foothillsschooldivision.ca/page/15832/assessment-reporting
https://public.education.alberta.ca/PASI/mypass/welcome


 

SOS-Q Starts Soon 
 
Each year the “Student Orientation to School Questionnaire” (SOS-Q) is administered to 
all students in grades 4 to12 during the months of October, November and 
December.  This survey is used to identify student degrees of connectivity to school 
within a variety of dimensions. The intent is to provide schools and the division with 
timely data at both the school and individual level that support the development of 
strategies and interventions to identify and re-connect students.  
 
View the SOS-Q data in the 2022-2023 AERR. 
 

A Thoughtful Moment 
A Thoughtful Moment is a weekly blog post intended to connect the strategies outlined 
within the education plan to the work within our classrooms and community. With 
perspectives from across the division, we invite you to read these short reflections on 
how together, we are placing education at the centre of a flourishing community.  
 

  

https://media.foothillsschooldivision.ca/media/Default/medialib/division-annual-education-results-report-2022-2023.2edc5f17269.pdf#page=24


  
 
Important Dates 
 
November 1 - Non-Instructional Day (no school)  
November 11 – Statutory Holiday: Remembrance Day 
November 12 – 15 – Fall Break (schools closed) 
December 13 - Non-Instructional Day (no school)  
 

View the year-at-a glance here: bit.ly/FSD-Calendar 
  

  

 

Get.Connected 

foothillsschooldivision¡ca .№.communications℗ fsd9❹¡ab¡ca 

Facebook . №.Instagram  

    

  

 

https://bit.ly/FSD-Calendar
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/ZLLEwT_lNdCdIvQBAXG69A%7E%7E/AAAAAQA%7E/RgRpIi94P0TPaHR0cDovL3RyYWNrLnNwZS5zY2hvb2xtZXNzZW5nZXIuY29tL2YvYS9PSmEzMFBqbDQtOW1xcFg5NTFhS0tnfn4vQUFBQUFRQX4vUmdScEQ3NUxQMFFsYUhSMGNEb3ZMM2QzZHk1bWIyOTBhR2xzYkhOelkyaHZiMnhrYVhacGMybHZiaTVqWVZjSGMyTm9iMjlzYlVJS1p5dkxpaTVuY3VWa2tWSVhjbVZpWldOallTNXJlV3hzYjBCbmJXRnBiQzVqYjIxWUJBQUFBQUl-VwdzY2hvb2xtQgpnP_j7QGegTSk6Uhpjb21tdW5pY2F0aW9uc0Bmc2QzOC5hYi5jYVgEAAAAAg%7E%7E
mailto:communications@fsd38.ab.ca
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/R4g8h5thJtTAx2S_EkXtdw%7E%7E/AAAAAQA%7E/RgRpIi94P0TjaHR0cDovL3RyYWNrLnNwZS5zY2hvb2xtZXNzZW5nZXIuY29tL2YvYS9lVEdzTDNvekw0MWJIT1FGeC0zRkhBfn4vQUFBQUFRQX4vUmdScEQ3NUxQMFF6YUhSMGNITTZMeTkzZDNjdVptRmpaV0p2YjJzdVkyOXRMMlp2YjNSb2FXeHNjeTV6WTJodmIyd3VaR2wyYVhOcGIyNHZWd2R6WTJodmIyeHRRZ3BuSzh1S0xtZHk1V1NSVWhkeVpXSmxZMk5oTG10NWJHeHZRR2R0WVdsc0xtTnZiVmdFQUFBQUFnfn5XB3NjaG9vbG1CCmc_-PtAZ6BNKTpSGmNvbW11bmljYXRpb25zQGZzZDM4LmFiLmNhWAQAAAAC
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/ZWNXnr8_kZavStJ7fPANcg%7E%7E/AAAAAQA%7E/RgRpIi94P0TvaHR0cDovL3RyYWNrLnNwZS5zY2hvb2xtZXNzZW5nZXIuY29tL2YvYS9kOEhud013RVVORUprOHBZRXUzNWFRfn4vQUFBQUFRQX4vUmdScEQ3NUxQMFE5YUhSMGNITTZMeTkzZDNjdWFXNXpkR0ZuY21GdExtTnZiUzltYjI5MGFHbHNiSE11YzJOb2IyOXNMbVJwZG1semFXOXVMejl1WlhoMFBTVXlSbGNIYzJOb2IyOXNiVUlLWnl2TGlpNW5jdVZra1ZJWGNtVmlaV05qWVM1cmVXeHNiMEJuYldGcGJDNWpiMjFZQkFBQUFBSX5XB3NjaG9vbG1CCmc_-PtAZ6BNKTpSGmNvbW11bmljYXRpb25zQGZzZDM4LmFiLmNhWAQAAAAC
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